
 

 

Gardens for Sichuan 

By Peggy Bradley and Raanan Katzir 

On May12, 2008, a terrible earthquake shook areas of Sichuan province in China. About 70,000 
people were killed and an estimated 4.5 million people were made homeless by the quake. UN 
FAO estimates that 30 million people in rural areas were affected, and the rehabilitation of 
agriculture may take three to five years to complete. The damage to the agricultural sector of this 
region is that to be about 6 billion dollars. 

The FAO assessment reports that over 30 million people in rural communities have lost most of 
their assets. �³�,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�D�J�H�G�\���F�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U��- mainly the loss of family 
members - many rural communities in Sichuan province have lost their means to produce food 
and �F�U�H�D�W�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H���´���V�D�L�G���5�D�M�H�Q�G�U�D���$�U�\�D�O�����)�$�2���6�H�Q�L�R�U���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U�����³�3�H�R�S�O�H��
in the villages have demonstrated great resilience and have expressed their strong willingness to 
return back to their fields and resume farming and food production. It will probably take three to 
�I�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���W�R���U�H�E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���V�H�F�W�R�U���L�Q���6�L�F�K�X�D�Q���´���$�U�\�D�O���D�G�G�H�G�� 


